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Body 


Welcome to the November edition of Teenagers in The Times, a roundup of the news and feature stories about 
young people that have recently appeared across sections of NYTimes.com. During the school year, we 
publish a new edition on the first Thursday of each month. 


For ideas about how to use Teenagers in The Times with your students, please see our lesson plan and 
special activity sheet, both of which can be used with this or any other edition. 


Education 
5 Harvard Friends, and a Frank Talk About How They Got In 


As a lawsuit challenging the use of affirmative action in admissions plays out, five freshmen reflect on why they beat 
the competition. 


Getting Into Harvard Is Hard. Here Are 4 Ways Applicants Get an Edge. 
A federal case against Harvard has brought to light many of its closely guarded admissions secrets. 
The Harvard Trial: A Double-Edged Sword for College Admissions 


The case has created cynicism among those who see college admissions as meritocratic, but has also revealed a 
school’s commitment to diversity. 


Removal of Black Student by Police Was Not Prompted by Bias, Investigations Conclude 


Racial bias did not play a role in a lecturer’s decision to have campus police officers at the University of Texas at 
San Antonio escort a black student from her classroom, though the lecturer exercised poor judgment in handling the 
situation, two investigations concluded. 


School District Apologizes for Costumes of Mexican Stereotypes and Border Wall Prop 


The superintendent of the Middleton School District in Idaho said he was “deeply disturbed” by the actions of staff 
members at an elementary school on Halloween. “We are better than this,” he said. 


Texas Students Will Now Learn That Slavery Was ‘Central’ to the Civil War 
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The new educational standards also retained mentions of Hillary Clinton and Helen Keller, after there was talk of 
removing them. Critics say the changes don’t go far enough. 


New York City High Schoolers Get Their Day in Court 


“A new civic-education project in a Manhattan federal courthouse gives teenagers a positive experience with the 
law,” states this Opinion essay. 


Are Civics Lessons a Constitutional Right? This Student Is Suing for Them 
Many see the lack of civics in schools as a national crisis. A federal lawsuit says it also violates the law. 
Students Who Made Apparent Nazi Salute in Photo Won’t Be Punished 


The superintendent said the school district was “not in a position” to discipline the students because of their First 
Amendment rights. 


Photo of More Than 60 Students Giving Apparent Nazi Salute Is Being Investigated 


An image of about 60 male high school students in Baraboo, Wis., many of them smiling gleefully with one arm in 
the air, went viral and drew condemnation. 


Why San Jose Kids Do Homework in Parking Lots 


When the F.C.C. backs telecommunications companies over local governments, low-income residents suffer the 
most. 


Louisiana School Made Headlines for Sending Black Kids to Elite Colleges. Here’s the Reality. 


T.M. Landry, a school in small-town Louisiana, has garnered national attention for vaulting its underprivileged black 
students to elite colleges. But the school cut corners and doctored college applications. 


Return to Campus for Students Who Survived Thousand Oaks Shooting 
Students who survived the Borderline shooting talk about that night, gun control and their efforts to move on. 
St. Michael’s, a Toronto All-Boys School, Is Rocked by Accusations of Sexual Assaults 


St. Michael’s College School was known for tradition, Catholic faith and elite sports. Then videos of hazing assaults 
began circulating, leading to students’ arrests. 


Civics, Politics, Economics and Business 
Young Voters Could Make a Difference. Will They? 


Young voters have a variety of causes this year: gun control, climate change, reproductive rights. Will they vote in 
big numbers? History says no. 


In New Class of Young Lawmakers, a Former Girl Scout Goes to the Statehouse 


Cassandra Levesque, 19, had once urged New Hampshire lawmakers to raise the age of marriage in the state. 
Now she’s been elected to vote on state laws herself. 


Parkland Activists Took On the N.R.A. Here’s How It Turned Out. 
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The midterm elections yielded mixed results for the student gun control activists, showing that voters were still 
wrestling with guns and gun safety. 


‘Dreamers’ Win Round in Legal Battle to Keep DACA 


The Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit upheld an injunction barring the Trump administration from ending the 
program. 


Supreme Court Lets Youths’ Case Demanding Climate Action Proceed 


The court said that the Trump administration had raised substantial questions about the plaintiffs’ legal theories, but 
that the plaintiffs should take the case back to an appeals court. 


The Girl Scouts Have Sued the Boy Scouts. Now What? 


The groups had long worked together, but a rift grew after the Boy Scouts announced plans to drop the word “boy” 
from the program and welcome girls. 


Texas Jury Awards $68,000 to Black Girl Who Said Classmates Wrapped Rope Around Her Neck 


The girl’s family sued and their lawyer had asked for at least $5.3 million in damages. The school maintained that 
her injury was caused by an accident. 


‘God Is Going to Have to Forgive Me’: Young Evangelicals Speak Out 


Ahead of the midterm elections, we asked young evangelicals to tell The Times about the relationship between their 
faith and their politics. 


American-lsraeli Teenager Is Sentenced to 10 Years for Bomb Hoaxes 


The 19-year-old from southern Israel was a minor when he began his campaign of terror, which forced school 
evacuations and grounded planes. 


Canada’s Message to Teenagers: Marijuana Is Legal Now. Please Don’t Smoke It. 


Canadian teenagers use more marijuana than youths anywhere else in the world. The government hopes 
legalization will change that. 


In China, a School Trains Boys to Be ‘Real Men’ 


Employing American football and chest-thumping chants, Tang Haiyan offers an answer to a country that worries 
that its sons are too coddled and feminine. “We will never cultivate sissies,” he says. 


‘They're Going to Come for Us’: A Teenage Girl Caught in a War’s Riptides 


In 1998, tens of thousands of Eritreans were kicked out of Ethiopia and forced to start over in a country they barely 
recognized. She was one of them. 


Cameroon Students Have Been Released, Officials Say 


While the circumstances of the mass kidnapping remain unclear, more than 70 teenagers were returned to their 
school by masked men. 


Cameroon School Kidnappings Are Reported Amid Secession Battle 


The school is in a part of Cameroon where separatists have been fighting the government to form their own country. 
Students have been caught in the middle. 
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Suicides Among Japanese Children Reach Highest Level in 3 Decades 


A total of 250 children in elementary, middle and high schools committed suicide last year, the highest number 
since 1986, Japan’s Education Ministry said. 


Bullying Video Prompts Outrage and Refugee Support in Britain 


Footage showing a 15-year-old tackled to the ground and doused with water has provoked an outpouring of 
sympathy and fund-raising. 


The Nauru Experience: Zero-Tolerance Immigration and Suicidal Children 
A recent visit to Nauru revealed the effects of Australia’s offshore detention policy and its impact on mental health. 
Girl, 13, Who Wrote Essay on Gun Violence Is Killed by Stray Bullet 


“Little children are victims of senseless gun violence,” Sandra Parks wrote in an essay about her hometown, 
Milwaukee. Two years later, she was dead. 


Liberal Parents, Radical Children 


“The generation gap returns,” states this Opinion essay. 


Science, Health, Technology and Sports 
The Future of Football Has Flags 


More American children ages 6 to 12 now play flag football than the tackle version of the sport. The N.F.L. has 
taken note and is investing in the game. 


A College Started a Tackle Football Team. For Little Guys. 


At St. Thomas Aquinas College, administrators see sprint football as an answer to its struggle to attract male 
students and as a safer alternative to conventional college football. 


Talent. A Football Scholarship. Then Crushing Depression. 


A promising wide receiver hit rock bottom with mental illness and is among a number of college athletes learning 
about, and dealing with, depression. 


Runners Practiced in Sports Bras. Rowan University Told Them to Go Elsewhere. 
To the female cross-country runners at the New Jersey school, the decision was infuriating but not surprising. 
Leo Borg Steps Into His Father’s Shadow 


How does an aspiring athlete follow in the footsteps of a famous parent? Borg, one of Sweden’s best tennis 
prospects, is finding out. 


Helping Teenagers to Be Safer Drivers 


New drivers are more likely to get into trouble because they lack experience, but the best way to reduce the risk of 
a crash is to become an experienced driver. 


Chickenpox Outbreak at School Linked to Vaccine Exemptions 
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A private school in North Carolina is grappling with a chickenpox outbreak that has so far infected at least 36 
students. 


Video Games Are a Waste of Time? Not for Those With E-sports Scholarships 


“The games that are competitively viable in the collegiate sphere have real depth, have deep levels of strategy, and 
require strategic teamwork,” states this article. 


‘I Don’t Really Want to Work for Facebook.’ So Say Some Computer Science Students. 


A job at Facebook is plum. But at a recent university hackathon, some young engineers showed a changing attitude 
toward working at the social network. 


Its Time to Make Video Games Safe for Children 


The writer of this Opinion essay, an e-sports fan, states, "Video games, streaming sites and eSports are plagued 
with trolls.” 


An Eighth Grader’s Plea: Get More Girls Into STEM Fields 

In this letter, a girl talks about the need for role models. 

How Do You Get Students to Think Like Criminals? 

“The skills needed for cybersecurity jobs aren’t easy to learn in the classroom,” says this Opinion essay writer. 
F.D.A. Plans to Ban Most Flavored E-Cigarette Sales in Stores 


After warning Juul and other e-cigarette makers to keep their flavored products away from minors, the F.D.A. wants 
to curb sales altogether. 


The Price of Cool: A Teenager, a Juul and Nicotine Addiction 


E-cigarettes may help tobacco smokers quit. But the alluring devices can swiftly induce a nicotine habit in teenagers 
who never smoked. This is the tale of one person’s struggle. 


The Link Between August Birthdays and A.D.H.D. 


This Opinion essay is about a new study that raises questions about age, maturity and overdiagnosis. 


Arts, Media and Culture 

The New Punks of Los Angeles 

In the city’s outlying areas, Latino teenagers are shaping a new music scene. 
48 of the Coolest Kids in New York 


We sent a photographer to look for the most fashionable kids in the city. She began on the first day of school and 
shot for two months. Here are the standouts. 


Virgos Are Queen of Teen Internet 


Insights from Tumblr and others suggest that people really are obsessed with astrology (again) — and not just the 
memes. 
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Broadway's Next Evan Hansen? A 16-Year-Old High School Junior 
Andrew Barth Feldman is to take over the role in “Dear Evan Hansen” on Jan. 30. 
‘My Brilliant Friend’: A Fairy Tale of Youth Gives Way to Messy Adolescence 


In episodes 3 and 4 of the HBO mini-series, the cast changes and the neighborhood gets both brighter and more 
dangerous. 


‘The Wild Boys’ Review: Women as Boys, and Violence as Art 


The film casts five women in the roles of juvenile delinquent boys and takes them on a rough journey to a bizarre 
island. 


‘Chef Flynn’ Review: A Gastronomic Wonder From Boy to Man 


This documentary from Cameron Yates looks at Flynn McGarry, a young innovator in dining who tries to live up to 
his hype. 


Young Star of ‘White Boy Rick’ Was Discovered in the Principal’s Office 


Richie Merritt, 17, makes his acting debut opposite Matthew McConaughey in a crime drama. A second movie is 
already lined up. 


Sunny Suljic of ‘Mid90s’ Checks Out His Favorite Skate Shop 
The 13-year-old actor is a star of Jonah Hill’s coming-of-age skateboarding movie. 
Race and Class and Youth Football in Brownsville, Brooklyn 


Albert Samaha’s “Never Ran, Never Will” spends two seasons with the Mo Better Jaguars, tracking the lives of the 
team’s young, nonwhite, often at-risk players. 


Y.A. Novels That Explore Love in Many Forms 


A cross-cultural romance, a love triangle, a fake relationship and a girl in search of her birth mom in the latest 
realistic Y.A. fiction. 


Young Adult Fantasy Novels That Sweep Readers Away 


Old-school haunted mansions, a climate apocalypse, a world where survival depends on falconry, and a girl born 
with a tunnel through her body. 


Two New Audiobooks Inspire Teenagers to Make Real Change 


Both “We Are Not Yet Equal” and “We Say #NeverAgain” shine a spotlight on social justice issues. 


PHOTO: Protesters gathered outside the Supreme Court in October while Brett Kavanaugh was inside being sworn 
in as a justice. (PHOTOGRAPH BY Damon Winter/The New York Times FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES) 
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